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Seminar on Forest Plantation and Rehabilitation Promotion
For Increasing Forest Cover to 70% by 2020
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Forest cover climbs to 58:F but still behind 2020 target: KPL
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English news

DPM calls for greater protection of forests, planting of more trees: Vientiane Times

March6, 2018

Deforestation is triggering concern and underlining the critical need to better protect forests and plant more
trees, the Deputy Prime Minister has told authorities in charge.

Converting forest areas to other purposes without proper planning, shifting slash and burn cultivation, and
unsustainable logging have been the three main causes for forest loss, Dr Sonexay told the three-day
meeting.

Reports have also emerged that illegal logging was another cause of forest loss.

In 2016, Prime Minister Thongloun Sisoulith issued Prime Ministerial Order No. 15 prohibiting the export
of unfinished wood products in a move aimed at processing timber in the country and thus adding value
before wood products were exported.

Read relevant article: President pushes for rural development, increased forest cover



http://www.vientianetimes.org.la/FreeContent/FreeConten_DPM.php
http://www.vientianetimes.org.la/FreeContent/FreeConten_President.php

Preserve natural environment and culture, PM advises: Vientiane Times

March8, 2018

Prime Minister Thongloun Sisoulith has called on authorities to intensify their efforts to preserve Laos’
scenic beauty, which is considered key to the development of tourism.

But critics are very concerned about rapid and unrestrained development in the capital.
They say that if more tall buildings are erected in the old quarter, which is arguably the most popular area
with tourists because of its narrow streets and historic charm, it could destroy the very thing that makes this
location so attractive.

When asked about the preservation of Vientiane’s old (inner) city, Mr Ounthuang said the ministry had
registered old buildings in the city centre.

One of the topics of public debate these days is how Laos can balance development with the preservation of
the natural landscape, culture and heritage, which are significant draws for the tourism industry.

Read relevant article: Tourism and development threaten Laos’s French traditions

Forest Cover Climbs To 58%, But Still Behind 2020 Target: KPL

March 9, 2018

Forest cover of the Lao PDR has climbed from 40% in 2012 to 58% of the land area of the country last year,
according to Mr Sousad Xayakoummane, Director of Department of Forestry, Ministry of Agriculture and
Forestry.

The government has an ambitious plan to restore forest cover to 70 % of the country's terrain by 2020.

In 2000, the government issued a decree on commercial tree plantation and environmental protection allowing
the allocation of tree plantation areas and land concession activities, ownership of farmed trees, and credit
policy, tax exemption and reduction.

The reduction of the forest cover over the past decades to improper and unplanned use of forest areas,
deforestation, slash-and-burn-cultivation practices, especially by local people in mountainous areas.

Hundreds held responsible for illegal logging, trade: Vientiane Times

March10, 2018

As many as 595 people have been held responsible for involvement in the illegal exploitation of forest
resources including illegal logging and trade over the past year, according to an official report.

They include 50 state officials, 56 businesspeople, 363 members of the Lao public, 121 Vietnamese, and
five Chinese, according to a report that was presented at a national meeting of the agriculture, forestry and
rural development sector this week.

The initiation of legal proceedings is part of the government’s nationwide crackdown on illegal logging and
wood processing businesses in line with Prime Minister’s Order No. 15 issued in 2016.

Mr Manolack Rasachak added that most wood processing businesses have improved their operations to
satisfy the government’s requirements as stipulated in the PM’s Order No. 15.

Read more highlight news this week:

Media get firsthand view of Japan’s development projects in Laos: Vientiane Times
Ecotourism payments for more wildlife sightings linked to conservation benefits in Laos: Mongabay
Agro-Forestry GDP Reaches 22 Trillion KIP: KPL



http://www.vientianetimes.org.la/FreeContent/FreeConten_Preserve.php
https://asia.nikkei.com/Features/Tea-Leaves/Tourism-and-development-threaten-Laos-French-traditions?utm_source=Mekong+Eye&utm_campaign=8330e0add2-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2018_01_10&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_5d4083d243-8330e0add2-518363305
http://kpl.gov.la/En/Detail.aspx?id=32310
http://www.vientianetimes.org.la/FreeContent/FreeConten_Hundreds_59.php
http://www.vientianetimes.org.la/FreeContent/FreeConten_Media.php
https://news.mongabay.com/2018/03/ecotourism-payments-for-more-wildlife-sightings-linked-to-conservation-benefits-in-laos/?utm_source=Mekong+Eye&utm_campaign=8330e0add2-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2018_01_10&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_5d4083d243-8330e0add2-518363305
http://kpl.gov.la/En/Detail.aspx?id=32307
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https://www.rfa.org/lao/daily/economy/laos-provincial-councils-approved-railway-compensation-03052018081518.html
https://www.rfa.org/lao/daily/economy/interview-vice-minister-transport-public-works-laos-03062018052929.html
http://www.laophattananews.com/archives/28752
https://www.rfa.org/lao/daily/economy/laos-hundreds-families-displaced-by-nam-gnieb-dam-03062018063956.html
https://www.rfa.org/lao/daily/economy/laos-luangprabang-to-build-village-nam-ou-dam-people-03052018044124.html
https://laoedaily.com.la/%E0%BA%A5%E0%BA%B1%E0%BA%94%E0%BA%96%E0%BA%B0%E0%BA%A1%E0%BA%BB%E0%BA%99%E0%BA%95%E0%BA%B5-%E0%BA%81%E0%BA%8A%E0%BA%AA-%E0%BB%80%E0%BA%99%E0%BA%B1%E0%BB%89%E0%BA%99%E0%BA%9B%E0%BA%B1%E0%BA%9A%E0%BA%9B/
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http://www.champapost.com/2018/03/4040F.html
http://www.sedthakid.la/index.php/home/domestic-news/item/16469-the-state-plans-to-plant-70-of-forestland-by-2020.html
https://laoedaily.com.la/%E0%BA%9B%E0%BA%B0%E0%BA%97%E0%BA%B2%E0%BA%99%E0%BA%9B%E0%BA%B0%E0%BB%80%E0%BA%97%E0%BA%94%E0%BB%80%E0%BA%99%E0%BA%B1%E0%BB%89%E0%BA%99%E0%BB%83%E0%BA%AB%E0%BB%89%E0%BA%81%E0%BA%B0%E0%BA%8A%E0%BA%A7/
https://laoedaily.com.la/%E0%BA%81%E0%BA%B0%E0%BA%8A%E0%BA%A7%E0%BA%87-%E0%BA%81%E0%BA%9B-%E0%BB%80%E0%BA%9C%E0%BA%B5%E0%BA%8D-4-%E0%BB%81%E0%BA%9C%E0%BA%99%E0%BA%87%E0%BA%B2%E0%BA%99%E0%BB%83%E0%BA%AB%E0%BA%8D%E0%BB%88/
https://laoedaily.com.la/%E0%BA%97%E0%BB%88%E0%BA%B2%E0%BA%99%E0%BA%AE%E0%BA%AD%E0%BA%87%E0%BA%99%E0%BA%B2%E0%BA%8D%E0%BA%BB%E0%BA%81-%E0%BA%A5%E0%BA%BB%E0%BA%87%E0%BA%95%E0%BA%B4%E0%BA%94%E0%BA%95%E0%BA%B2%E0%BA%A1%E0%BB%82/
http://kpl.gov.la/detail.aspx?id=32335

